habeas corpus suspension (IRELAND) ACT 
(WATERFORD GAOL). 



RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 19 March 1866;— ;/or, 



returns “ of the Number and "Names (by Initials) of Prisoners confined 
in the Gaol Waterford under the Habeas Corpus Suspension Act, 
with the Date of the Committal of each up to the 17th day of March : ” 

“ Of Particulars of any Verbal or Written Order given to the Governor of the 
Gaol as to the Treatment of any or all of the Prisoners different from 
the Treatment of Untried Prisoners, and by whom given, and whether 
carried into effect 

“ Of the Number of Hours during the Twenty-four that each Prisoner has 
been in Separate Confinement, and the Number of Hours allowed to 
'Exercise each Day, with the cause for diminishing the Minimum Quantity 
of Exercise prescribed by the Prison Regulations, whenever such occurred:” 

“Of the Number of Sundays each Prisoner has been Absent from Divine 
Service, and the cause of such Absence, whether arising from Illness, or 
being prevented by the Prison Authorities from attending 

“ Showing whether any Prisoner has been precluded from the Privilege of 
seeing Members of his Eamily, or -consulting with his Legal Adviser, 
subject to the usual Prison Regulations ; and, if so, owing to what cause : 

"And, showing whether any Prisoner has been prevented from receiving or 
sending Verbal or Written Communications, subject to Prison Regulations; 
and, if so, the reason of such Prevention.” 



(Afr. Blake.) 



Ordered, ly The House of Commons, to be Printed, 
13 April 1866. 
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2 RETURN RELATIVE TO PRISONERS CONFINED IN WATERFORD GAOL 




WATERFORD GAOL. 



1- — Number and Names (by Initials) of Prisoners confined in tbe Gaol of Waterforrl 
under the Habeas Corpus Suspension Act, with the Date of the Commitfni % 
each up to the 17th day of March. “ 



No. 


Name (by 
Initials). 

1 1 


Date of Committal under 
Habeas Corpus Sus- 
pension Act. 


No. 


Name (by 
Initials). 


Date of Committal under 
Habeas Corpus Sus- 
pension Act. 


1 


J. H. 


21 February 1866. 


9 


J. D. 


5 March 1866. 


2 


F. F. 


21 February 1866. 


10 


S. F. 


6 March 1866. 


3 


T. D. 


27 F ebruary 1866. 


11 


L. M. 


6 March 1866. 


4 


P. F. 


27 February 1866. 


12 


J. M. 


6 March 1866. 


5 


E. K 


27 February 1866. 


13 


W. K. 


6 March 1866. 


6 


J. D. 


27 February 1866. 


14 


J. L. 


i 9 March 1866. 


7 


J. H. 


27 February 1866. 


15 


T. W. 


12 March 1866. 


8 

i 


M. W. 


27 February 1866. 









2. — Paeticlttars of any Verbal or Written Order given to the Governor of the Gaol as to 
the Treatment of any or all of the Prisoners ditferent from the Treatment of 
Unta’ied Prisoners, and by whom given, and whether carried into effect. 

Verbal orders were given by the resident Magistrate to the Governor after the com- 
mittal of the political prisoners under the Habeas Corpus Suspension Act, that they 
were not to be seen by any person; and which were carried into effect, until the 17th of 
March, on which day tlie Board of Supei'intendence met specially to consider what treat- 
ment should be pursued towards these men, when it was decided to admit their friends to 
visit them, and which has been done since. 



3. — Number of Hours during the 24 that each Prisoner has been in Separate Confine- 
ment, and the Number of Hours allowed to Exercise each Day, with the cause of 
diminishing the Minimum Quantity of Exercise prescribed by the Prison Regula- 
tions whenever such occurred. 

Each prisoner has been in confinement generally 22 hours during the 24 hours; on some 
few_ occasions, when the weather had been very cold and wet, the time of exercise was 
diminished in the open air, and sometimes by the desire of the prisoners themselves. 

The prison regulations authorise two hours each day to each prisoner for exercise, 
and this has been carried out as often as could be, and frequently extended to three and 
four hours, dividing same morning and evening. 



4. — Number of Sundays each Prisoner has been Absent from Divine Service, and the 
cause of such Absence, whether arising from Illness, or being prevented by the 
Prison Authorities from attending. 

J. D. (No. 9) was absent on two Sundays from Divine service in the chapel since his 
committal, and T. D. (No. 3) one Sunday. All the other prisoners were absent from 
Divine service until the 18th instant, when all had Mass celebrated to them. 

The prisoners were prevented attending the chapel, being an open and unstalled one, 
and the Governor deeming it very imprudent bringing so many of these prisoners 
together under these chcumstances ; measures have now been taken to prevent any 
escape, and the prisoners'attend Divine service. The ministers of their religion were at 
all times freely admitted to them in their cells. 



5. — Whether any Prisoner has been precluded from the Privilege of seeing Members of 
his Family, or consulting with his Legal Adviser*, subject to the usual Prison Regu- 
lations ; and, if so, owing to what cause. 

The prisoners wer(i prevented from seeing members of their families, or consulting with 
legal advisers, owing to tire directions given by the resident Magistrate, both to the 
Governor and Local Inspector, who were in frequent communication with him on the 
subject. 
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fi —W hether any Prisoner has been prevented from receiving or sending Verbal or 
"Written Communications, subject to Prison Kegulations ; and, if so, the reason of 
such Prevention. 

The prisoners were not prevented sending any verbal communications through the 
neisons^who conveyed their food to them daily; and the Grovernor himself visited the 
Lnilies of some of the prisoners, and conveyed their wishes to them. No written com- 
munications were allowed, neither were any asked for except by No. 9 (J. D.), who was 
dien under remand, and subject to the committing Magistrate’s 91’d.er. 

J D. (No. 6) applied to the Governor to communicate with his friends at Cappoqmr 
H3V money, which was done, and the money procured. 



Observations. 

Precautions were deemed necessary and taken for the security of these prisoners, 
nther than those adopted on ordinary occasions, the feeling outeide being very strong 
reaiardino- the incarceration of these political offenders ; m fact, the nmre than ordinary 
gympath? shown for these misguided men by many, led the prison officers to use very 
Meat viiilance to guard against internal treachery, which might have baffled all the 
urecautions taken, as well as any attempt at a rescue fi;om the outside, of which there 

were rumours, and especially on the approach of the 17th day of Mainh. . n i 

On the first day of John Dillon’s (blacksmith), the reputed Head Centre of Waterford, 
imurisonment, a young man, named Dooley, allied for perinission at the gate to see him ; 
Z was not allowed by the directions of the Committmg Magistrate (the resident) whose 
raifioner he then was, and continued so until the 5th of March, when the Lord Lieu- 
tenant’s warrant was received for his imprisonment (tins young man was a I'eputed 
Penian') was shortly after arrested in Carrickonsuir, and is now, I hear, confined m ffle 
gaol of Clonmel, under the Habeas Corpus Suspension Act; he made a threat on leavm^ 

die sate that the refusal would be remembered. ,,.,1 a a\ 

One of the prisoners, Francis Foran, was a candidate (highly recommended) for the 
situation of turnlcey, clerk, and accountant in this gaol ; as also another man on same 
occasion, by name Duffy, a schoolmaster, who I hear has since been arrested and lodged 

ah' humanity and indulgence, consistent with the safety of the prisoners, have been 
shown them since tbeir first incarceration. „ , , .. t r 

From the first the prisoners have received their own food three times a day from then 
Mends outside; they are clad in their own clothes, and have such bedding of then- own as 

‘^Kimoned a special meeting of the Board of Superintendence 
laid all the eircumstances regarding these prisoners before 

Insneotors General of Prisons of the 16tb mst., directing that these men be ti eaten as 
'< uLied prisoners” as regards “ visits,” when it was resolved 

and legal advisers shonldlie permitted, and which has 

also pl-mitted to send ont and receive letters, subject to the Goveinoi s snpei vision. 

(signed) Uman. Roberts, „ , ^ , 

Local Inspector, Waterford Gaol. 
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